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‘DETESTABLE ACT’ 


17 dead, 15 wounded after expelled student shoots up Broward high school 


Frightened students and parents on their way off campus after a gunman opened fire at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland. 
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opened fire with an as- 
sault rifle, police say, 
killing 17 and wounding 15 
more in the worst school 
shooting in Florida histo- 


Just before dismissal at 
Marjory Stoneman Dou- 
glas High School in Park- 


pulled a fire alarm and 
then, wearing a gas mask, 
began tossing smoke 
bombs and shooting peo- 
ple as they ran through the 
haze. 

Police say Cruz, known 
to other students as a 
loner obsessed with weap- 


School in Parkland, 
teacher Ernest Rospier- 
ski assumed it was a 
“code red” drill. 

Earlier that day at a 
staff meeting, teachers 
had been told there 
would soon be a “code 
red” or “lockdown” drill 


their way toward the 
stairs. Then Rospierski 
heard the sound of gun- 
fire. 

“Turn around, go to 
your classrooms!” he 
yelled to the students. 

Students started run- 


ning back toward him, 
and he tried to steer 
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land, thousands of stu- 
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Wednesday afternoon after the massacre. 


Suspect an ex-student who was flagged as threat 
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He preened with guns 
and knives on social 
media, bragged about 
shooting rats with his BB 


gun and got kicked out of 
school — in part because 
he had brought bullets in 
his backpack, according 
to one classmate. He was 
later expelled for still- 
undisclosed disciplinary 
reasons. 

The portrait of Nikolas 
Cruz, suspected of fatally 
shooting 17 people at 
Marjory Stoneman Dou- 


glas High School in Park- 
land and wounding 15 
others at his former 
school, is of a troubled 
teen with few friends and 
an obsessive interest in 
weapons. Administrators 
considered him enough of 
a potential threat that one 
teacher said a warning 
was emailed last year 
against allowing him on 


the campus with a back- 
pack. 

“All he would talk 
about is guns, knives and 
hunting,” said Joshua 
Charo, 16, a former class- 
mate at the high school. 
“I can’t say I was 
shocked. From past expe- 
riences, he seemed like 
the kind of kid who would 
do something like this.” 


Late Wednesday, detec- 
tives were digging into 
the past of the 19-year- 
old, who had no previous 
arrests but had displayed 
plenty of troubling beha- 
vior before officers took 
him into custody after 
what ranks as the third- 
deadliest school shooting 
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Where this ranks in nation’s 
deadliest shootings, 2A 


Coach plays hero, steps in path 
of bullets to save students, 3A 


Rifle used in massacre 
‘designed to kill’ many, 3A 


Students take to social media 
to report on shooting, 4A 


Florida lawmakers react to 
massacre, 4A 


Schools chief calls for focus on 
mental illness, 4A 
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VIP PREVIEW 
TONIGHT 


PRESIDENTS DAY WEEKEND 
FEBRUARY 15-19 | 2018 
VIP PREVIEW FEBRUARY 15 


GENERAL ADMISSION 
Friday, Feb 16 


11am -7 pm 
Saturday, Feb 17 11am -7 pm 
CONVENIENT PARKING AT OMNI GARAGE « DAILY SHUTTLE SERVICE e METRO MOVER 


PARTICIPATING GALLERIES, EVENTS + TICKETS AT: V 


NEW DOWNTOWN LOCATION 
One Herald Plaza at NE 14th Street between the Venetian and MacCarthur Causeways 
VIP PREVIEW TONIGHT | Thursday, Feb 15 | 6 pm - 10 pm 
Sponsored by Christie's International Real Estate | Benefiting the Institute of Contemporary Art, Miami 
Access for Art Wynwood VIP Cardholders & Press 


Sunday, Feb 18 
Monday, Feb 19 


11am -7 pm 
11am - 6 pm 


